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CHAPTER 273.

AN ACT Providing for a Public Water Supply in the
Town of Jamestown.

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby established a board of
water commissioners for the town of Jamestown con-
sisting of three qualified electors of the town.

. Forthwith after the passage of this act, the town
council shall elect three water commissioners, one to
serve until March 1, 1969, one until March 1, 1971,
and one until March 1, 1973, and thereafter until their
successors are elected and qualified. Forthwith after
the beginning of each calendar year in which any term
expires, the town council shall elect a successor for a
term of five years from March 1 of the year in which
he is elected and thereafter until his successor is
elected and qualified.

The board of water commissioners may act despite a
vacancy on the board but, in the event of any vacancy,
the town council shall elect a commissioner to serve
for the unexpired term and thereafter until his sue-
cessor is elected and qualified.

Each election or removal by the town council shall
be by vote of a majority of the whole number thereof,
including vacancies therein.

No employee of the town or holder of any other
office of the town shall be eligible to serve as a mem-
ber of the board of water commissioners,
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The town council may require the members of the
board of water commissioners to furnish bond for the
faithful performance of their duties, in such amounts
and with such sureties as the town council may deem
desirable. Premiums on surety bonds shall be paid
from funds of the board of water commissioners.

No contract shall be made by the board of water
commissioners with any member of the board or with
the superintendent of the water works system (except
his contract of employment) or with any member of
their immediate families or with any firm or corpora-
tion in which the superintendent or any member of
the board, together in either case with the members
of his immediate family, owns more than one per cent
of the total proprietary interest, unless such direct
or indirect interest of the member or superintendent
is set forth in the minutes of a meeting of the board
prior to the making of such contract and the member
or superintendent abstains from voting or acting for
the distriet, as the case may be, in making such con-
tract. A violation of this paragraph shall be grounds
for avoiding, rescinding or cancelling the contract on
such terms as the interests of the town and innocent
third parties may require or for the recovery of
damages from any party acting in violation of this
paragraph.

Any member of the board may be removed for
cause by the town counecil.

Sec. 2. Forthwith after the election of the original
board of water commissioners and after the election
of a member upon the expiration of a term, the board
shall elect a chairman from among the members of the
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board and shall elect a secretary, who need not be a same.

member of the board, or designate the town clerk
as secretary. The chairman shall preside at meetings
of the board and the secretary shall keep the records
of the meetings of the board. The board may desig-
nate other officers and assistant officers with such
powers and for such terms as the board may determine
but the board may at any time remove any such other
officers and assistant officers with or without cause,
subject to any damages which may be payable for can-
cellation of a contract with the superintendent as
authorized below.

The board shall adopt by-laws or rules for the
transaction of its affair.

Sec. 3. The board of water commissioners may em-
ploy and fix the compensation of attorneys, engineers,
surveyors, draftsmen, clerks and other employees and
agents. The board may elect a superintendent of the
water works system and each contract for his services
shall not be more than five years. The board may re-
quire a surety bond of any of its agents and employees.
The premiums shall be paid from funds of the board.

Each of the commissioners shall be compensated
for his services at the rate of one hundred dollars
per year. The secretary, if not a member of the board
or the town clerk acting by designation, shall be com-
pensated at the same rate.

Sec. 4. The board of water commissioners shall be
vested with the power and authority to acquire by
purchase, subject to approval of a special or annual
financial town meeting the assets of the Jamestown
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Same. accrued interest shall be expended (a) for the pur-
poses set forth in section 4, excluding current operating
and maintenance expenses but including extra-
ordinary repairs, or (b) in payment of the principal
of or interest on temporary notes issued under section
11 of this act or (¢) in repayment of advances under
section 12 of this act. No purchaser of any bonds or
notes under this act, however, shall be in any way re-
sponsible for the proper application of the proceeds
derived from the sale thereof. The proceeds of bonds
or notes issued under this act, any applicable federal
assistance and the other moneys referred to in this
act shall be deemed appropriated for the purposes of
this act without further action than that required by
this act.

Temporary Sec. 11. The town council of the town of Jamestown
may authorize the issue from time to time of interest
bearing or discounted notes in anticipation of the au-
thorization or issue of bonds under section 10 of this
act or in anticipation of the receipt of federal aid for
the purposes of this act. The amount of original notes
issued in anticipation of bonds may not exceed the
amount of bonds voted under section 19 and the
amount of original notes issued in anticipation of fed-
eral aid may not exceed the amount of available fed-
eral aid as estimated by the town treasurer. Tempo-
rary notes issued hereunder shall be signed by the
town treasurer and by the president of the town council
and shall be payable within three years from their
respective dates, but the principal of and interest on
notes issued for a shorter period may be renewed or
paid from time to time by the issue of other notes here-
under, provided the period from the date of an original
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to meet constitutional requirements whether or not
such steps are required by statute. The validity of
bonds and notes issued hereunder shall in no way de-
pend upon the validity or occurrence of any action
not specifically required herein for the issue of such
bonds or notes.

Sec. 19. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of
this act, no bonds shall be issued in excess of amounts
approved from time to time by vote of a majority of
the electors present and voting on the question at an
annual or special financial town meeting. A vote not
to approve an amount of bonds hereunder shall not
preclude any later vote to approve the same or a
different amount.

Sec. 20. Chapter 2066 of the public laws of 1933 is
hereby repealed.

Sec. 21. The question of the approval of this act
shall be submitted to the electors of the town of James-
town qualified to vote upon a proposition to impose a
tax or for the expenditure of money at a special
financial town meeting the warning for which shall
contain notice of the proposal to accept this act.

Sec. 22. This section and section 21 hereof shall take
effect upon passage. The remainder of this act shall
take effect upon the approval of this act by a majority
of those voting on the question as prescribed in section
21 hereof.



